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Present: 

Town Councillors:  B Wright ((BW)   L Eastwick (LE)                                 R Smith (RS) 
                  E Seward (ES)                                    H Richardson (HR)                         P Welsh (PWe) 
                                                R Reid (RR)    S Nichols (SN)                                 S Leavey-Kuhn (SL)       
                  P Brand (PB)                                       J Reid (JR)                                           B Cresswell (BC) 
   
   

District Councillors:     Cllr Gray, Cllr Shires 

County Councillor:        Cllr Shires, Cllr Gray 

Town Clerk:                   Wendy Murphy 
 
Members of Public:  11 + 2 consultants re Land West of North Walsham Planning Application 

  

The meeting opened at 18.30. 

 

1. ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR 2026/20257 AND RECEIVE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF 
OFFICE 
Helen Richardson was elected as Mayor for the forthcoming year, after a proposal from BW and a 
second from JR.  The declaration of acceptance of office was signed. 
 

2. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
 Rodger Smith was elected as Deputy Mayor for the forthcoming year, after a proposal from HR and 
seconded from BW. 

 
3.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - (To be recorded, the Lead Officer should be notified no later than 17:00 on the day of the meeting) 

Robert Reid (RR) 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS - (Standing Orders: 13b-pecuniary 
interest; 13c-personal interest if the code of conduct requires; Councillors will leave the meeting for the item, unless a dispensation 
is granted) 

Personal interests: HR – Aylsham Road 
Dispensation:  None  
Pecuniary interests: LE - Poppies 

 
5. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - (Standing Order: 3t vii-approve resolutions made as an accurate 

record; Standing Order: 12a-emailed with agenda, taken as read) 
It was agreed to accept the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 285th April 2026. 
The Mintes were signed as a true and accurate record by the Mayor 



 NORTH WALSHAM TOWN 
COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting 
 held on Tuesday 26th May 2026 at Cedar House, 3 New Road, North 

Walsham NR28 9DE 
 
 

 
Signed: …………………………………………………………….             Date: ……………………………….                                   
2 of 5                                                                        North Walsham Town Council Minutes – 26th May 2026 

6. TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON MATTER ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS NOT ON THE 
AGENDA  
The Clerks Report was noted. 
 
 

7. TO RECEIVE MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No announcements were made 

 
8. CO-OPTION 

 It was agreed to co-opt Barrie Cresswell onto the Town Council 
 

9. OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
9.1.   District Councillors 

  Cllr Shires confirmed that she had lodged an objection to the North Walsham West Planning 
application. She is in   conversations with two companies regarding a new Petrol Station for North 
Walsham.  She is also in discussions with Aldi and Asda. 
Cllr  Gray confirmed he has been reporting on bins, drainage and pot holes. 

9.2.   County Councillors 
 Cllr shires confirmed the road surface repair on Bacton Road needs a full overnight road closure 
and is in the timetable to be done. Both herself and Cllr Gray have arranged a meeting with the 
Highways engineer. She confirmed that a campaign has been started to look at SEND school for 
North Walsham and conversations have started. 
Cllr Gray has put in an objection to North Walsham West planning application. 
 

9.3.   Public   - (Standing Orders:   3e-Items on this agenda; 3f-Total duration max 15mins; 3g-Max 3mins per person; 3h-Questions 
do not require a response at this meeting) 
   
  A member of public discussed pot holes on Recreation Road this will be reported on. 
Members of public discussed the West Planning application. 

10. APPOINT MEMBERS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEE’S FOR 2026/27  

10.1. Development and Amenities x7 
HR, JR, BW, PW, RS. SN, ES were appointed onto the committee 
 

10.2. Finance and Grants x5  
ES, BW, LE, RR, PB were appointed onto the committee 
 

11. REVIEW COUNCIL MEETING DATES for 24/25 

Noted 
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12. TO ARRANGE DATES FOR FULL COUNCIL TRAINING 

It was agreed for the clerk to find some dates in September 
 

13. TO RECEIVE AND AGREE AN UPDATED BUSINESS PLAN 

The Business plan was received and agreed to be accepted 
 

14. TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT MARKET STREET 

It was agreed to support the recommended parking restrictions for Market Street 
 

15. TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE BIODIVERSITY NET GAINS REPORT FOR THE NEW CEMETERY 

This was received and the clerk will submit the application to planning 

 
16.  TO APPROVE AGAR for 25/26 

• Read out and approve Annual Governance Statement (Section 1)  
Sections 1-10 on the Annual Governance Statement were read out individually, to each 
councillors agreed to respond affirmatively.  The Annual Governance Statement was agreed 
and signed by the Mayor and the clerk 

• Approve Accounting Statements (Section 2)  
The Annual Accounting Statement, as prepared prior to the meeting by the Responsible 
Finance Officer, was agreed by members and signed by the Mayor 

• Accept AGAR Papers  
The AGAR papers were accepted 
 

16.2. To receive Internal audit report for 25/26 by Heelis & Lodge and agree recommendations 
The Internal Audit was received and it was agreed to accept the recommendations 

16.3. To Agree to instruct Heelis & Lodge for the 2026/2027 Internal Audit 
It was agreed to instruct Heelis & Lodge for 2026/27 Internal Audit 
 

15. FINANCE 
8.1      To approve expenditure since April meeting - Approved 

8.2      To note income since April meeting - Noted 

8.3      To receive a summary of Receipts and Payments  - Received 
8.4      To receive April Bank Reconciliation - Received 
8.5      To receive the Internal Scrutineer report December 25 – March 26 - Received 
 

17. TO APPOINT TWO WELFARE COUNCILLORS 

This item was moved to Part 2 
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18. REVIEW COMMITTEE’S Terms of Reference – each committee will review their own ToR’s 

Mayor & Deputy Mayors ToR’s – This was reviewed and accepted with no changes 
 

19. REVIEW POLICIES 

19.1. Standing Orders  
19.2. Financial Regulations  
19.3. Delegation Scheme 
19.4. Code of Conduct 
19.5. Complaints Procedure 
19.6. FoI publication scheme 
19.7. Financial Risk Management 
19.8. Internal Control Policy 

 
All policies were reviewed and accepted with no changes  
 

20. CORRESPONDENCE AND ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 
20.1. Correspondence: 

  
20.2. Clerk’s decisions - (by either Financial Regulation 4.1-In conjunction with Council Chair / Deputy Chair or Committee Chair 

within budget under £1,500; OR 4.5-Urgent, essential, health & safety or if the Clerk deems necessary) 
To authorise a new defibrillator and cabinet at Coral Book Makers £1700.00 incl VAT 

 
21. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS UP TO 26th MAY 2026 

 
• PF/26/0622 First Phase 437 Dwellings with associated formal and informal open space 

and infrastructure works 
Land West of North Walsham – Objection – The details of this will be placed on the Town 
Council website 
 

• PF/25/2503 Land rear of 1 Nelson Road – Appeal 
Replacement of 8 garages/storage units with 5 shipping storage containers 
The Town Council hand no further comments to make 
 

• PO/24/2717 Residential development of 330 dwellings Re consultation for Amended Plans 
an report 

              Land at end of Mundesley Road – The council will reconfirm their objection and is aware there is 
inadequate Health provision in North Walsham as confirmed by the two surgeries and the 
Norfolk and Suffolk integrated care board’s objection 
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• PF/26/0863 Single storey rear extension to dwelling, porch to front and installation of 
rooflights 
74 Bradfield Road, North Walsham 
No objection 
 

• PF/26/0627 Conversion of three garages to a single dwelling 
14 Hall Lane, North Walsham 
Objection – does not accord with NCC parking standards 

 
22. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA/LATE ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY - (Standing Orders:   9b-Agenda items to be 

received at least 7 clear days before the meeting; 9f-The Proper Officers decision whether to include the items on the agenda shall be final) 
 
 

23. DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
Finance Committee – TBC 
Development & Amenities Committee – TBC  
Full Council Meeting – Tuesday 30th June 2026 6.30pm 
 
 

24. TO CONSIDER PASSING A RESOLUTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES 
(ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 THAT THE PUBLIC AND PRESS TO BE EXCLUDED FROM THE 
MEETING FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEMS BY REASON OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE 
BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED 
To receive an update on Cedar Barns  
This was received and the clerk will email the Town Councils interest in this. 
 
To discuss and agree any decisions to be made for the Pavilion at War Memorial Park 
LE left the discussion.  It was agreed to proceed with the works at the Pavilion 
 
To receive staff updates 
The following Welfare Councillors were appointed,  HR, LE, RS and RR 
It was agreed to employ casual events staff to help at Town Council events. 
 


